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Excursion to the Hermitage Museum
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Museum located in the Tsar’s Winter Palace – one of the world’s largest and most valuable art collections. 
The State Hermitage occupies six magnificent buildings situated along the embankment of the River Neva, right in the heart of St. Petersburg. 
The leading role in this unique architectural ensemble is played by the Winter Palace, the residence of the Russian tsars that was built in 1754-62. 
This ensemble, formed in the 18th and 19th centuries, is extended by the eastern wing of the General Staff building, the Menshikov Palace and the recently constructed Repository. 
Put together throughout two centuries and a half, the Hermitage collections of works of art (over 3,000,000 items) present the development of the world culture and art from the Stone Age to the 20th century.
The state Hermitage - an original treasury of the world art, one of the largest museums of the world, settles down in a complex from five buildings of a historical value (one of them – the Winter Palace). 
Its funds total nearby 3 million exhibits. 
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Travel on halls of the Hermitage – a way in centuries and the countries. Collections of a museum - products of an ancient art, - borrow gold of Scythians, monuments of the Ancient East, Egypt, Byzantium, the Middle Ages, art collections of the West-European art occupy more then 400 halls.

The Winter Palace (constructed in 1753–1762) – a residence of Russian tsars, has been constructed in commemoration of 50-years anniversary of the basis of St-Petersburg under the order of Empress Elizabeth, daughter Peter I. Architectural style of a masterpiece of F.Rastrelli – a baroque – corresponded to the basic trends of XVIII century - magnificent furnish of a facade and the richest internal furniture and do not cease to surprise till now. Now the Winter Palace is a part of the State Hermitage.

